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Creative Director | Visual Artist | Documentary Filmmaker | 
Environmental Advocate 
 
Charles Michael Murray is a nationally recognized multidisciplinary 
creative director whose work spans fine art, commercial 
photography, documentary film, brand strategy, and environmental 
advocacy. With four decades of experience, Murray has built 
a career at the intersection of art, commerce, and cultural 
stewardship bringing visionary storytelling to both global brands 
and grassroots initiatives.

As founder of CMM Studio, Murray engaged with award-caliber creative 
campaigns for clients including Salomon, Disneyland, Honeywell, Epson, JVC, Head Sports, 

Helly Hansen, Carl’s Jr., Rubio’s, and Beck’s; among many others across technology, retail, medical, real 
estate, food and beverage, and nonprofit sectors. His integrated expertise across print, digital, video, 
and internet strategy positioned him early as a pioneer in cross-platform brand storytelling.

Beyond commercial success, Murray is widely respected for his environmental leadership. He founded 
the Endangered Planet Foundation, a nonprofit dedicated to raising awareness of environmental 
causes through art, education, and community engagement; conceived and co-produced the three-day 
One Earth | One Dream Eco-Festival at the Festival of Arts in Laguna Beach, California, uniting artists, 
environmental organizations, and the public in a landmark celebration of regeneration, sustainability, 
and creative activism.

Murray’s advisory work continues to encourage organizations to reduce marketing footprints and 
adopt environmentally responsible production practices across various mediums, reinforcing his long-
standing commitment to ecological stewardship.

On November 11, 1989, Murray conceived and helped lead The Walk to Save Laguna Canyon — a 
massive environmental demonstration in Laguna Beach, California, that drew thousands of participants 
to protest proposed development and became a defining moment in regional conservation history.  

Murray’s fine art career, highlighted by his multi-decade Legend Series, has been exhibited at 
distinguished venues including Caesars Palace, Las Vegas, Nevada; Pro Football Hall of Fame, Canton, 
Ohio; Four Seasons Hotel, Newport Beach, California; Universal Studios, Hollywood, California and Aloha 
Tower, Honolulu, Hawaii. 
 
Through My Legacy Tree, Murray’s production firm, he has directed and produced documentaries 
focused on heritage, art, and environmental themes, including projects connected to the Art Miles 
Mural Project, Oceanside, California. His films preserve community narratives and celebrate creative 
pioneers while addressing contemporary, cultural and environmental challenges.
 
Murray holds a MS and BA degree from Brooks Institute, Santa Barbara, California. He taught 
photography while collaborating with leaders in the advertising industry, mentoring the next generation 
of photographers and visual communicators.

Today, Charles Michael Murray continues to produce impactful work across design, photography, 
film, and digital media; bringing strategic clarity, artistic excellence, and environmental consciousness 
to his endeavors. Murray’s career reflects a sustained commitment to shaping culture through 
powerful visual communication while championing environmental responsible visionary leadership in 
communications that shape culture on a national scale. His three entities and links are:

   CMM Studio        Endangered Planet Foundation       My Legacy Tree

DESIGN | INTERNET | PHOTOGRAPHY | VIDEO

	  

ART SHOWINGS
Artwork by Charles Michael Murray has been exhibited nationally 
at prestigious venues reflecting a broad presence across cultural, 
corporate, entertainment, and civic institutions nationwide.

CAESARS PALACE ■ LAS VEGAS, NEVADA
FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME ■ CANTON, OHIO
SUPER BOWL ■ NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA
FOUR SEASONS HOTEL ■ NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA
WELLS FARGO BANK ■ LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA
ALOHA TOWER ■ HONOLULU, HAWAII
BROOKS INSTITUTE ■ SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA
UNIVERSAL STUDIOS ■ UNIVERSAL CITY, CALIFORNIA
ENDANGERED PLANET GALLERY ■ LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA
LAGUNA ART MUSEUM (ANNEX) ■ LAGUNA BEACH,CALIFORNIA
RIVIAN THEATER SOUTH COAST ■ LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA
FOREST AVE BANNERS  ■  3’X20’ LAGUNA BEACH CITY, CALIFORNIA 
SUSI Q CENTER ■ LAGUNA BEACH, CALIFORNIA

©2026 CHARLES MICHAEL MURRAY ■ 2375 LAGUNA CANYON ROAD ■ LAGUNA BEACH ■ CALIFORNIA ■ USA ©2026 CHARLES MICHAEL MURRAY ■ 2375 LAGUNA CANYON ROAD ■ LAGUNA BEACH ■ CALIFORNIA ■ USA

CLIENT HISTORY INCLUDES
A diverse client portfolio spans global brands, cultural institutions, municipalities, and 
local enterprises—including international companies as well as environmental and arts 
organizations throughout California and internationally. 
 
Collectively, this body of work reflects a dynamic balance of corporate leadership, creative 
enterprise, public service, and grassroots community engagement.

AMMP (Art Mile Mural Projects) ■ Salomon Skis ■ HEAD Sports ■ VAURNET 
■ Smith Optical ■ LifeCycle ■ Cleveland Golf ■ Marker Ski Bindings ■ Helly 
Hansen ■ Epson ■ Dental Arts Center ■ Premio Computers ■ JVC ■ Honeywell 
■ RainBird ■ Garret TurboChargers ■ Parker Hannifin ■ Rhino Chasers ■ Carl’s 
Jr. ■ ARCO AM/PM Mini-Markets ■ Rubio’s Fish Tacos ■ Summit Development 
Corporation ■ Master Development Corporation – MDC ■ ARNEL Commercial 
Properties ■ DEXUS  ■ Disney ■ Pacific Homes ■ Laguna Greenbelt ■ Inc. ■ FSI 
■ BGB-Inc. ■ Latin American Perspectives ■ TOKISTAR Lighting ■ CMD ■ LEE 
& Associates ■ SuperColor Digital ■ Laguna Beach Beautification Council ■ 
Duggan Institute of Dentistry ■ Coast Hardware ■ LBFD ■ Laguna Wilderness 
Press ■ Kitty “B” Lavender Farm ■ Wisdom Imports ■ Cafe Classico ■ Tecate 
■ Bohemia ■ Coors ■ Becks North America ■ Jordan Markets ■ Marion Meyer 
Contemporary Art ■ Bio-Rad ■ South Coast Plaza ■ Ace Medical ■ Hardie Irrigation 
■ LogoMark ■ Eastvale Ranch ■ The Organic Cellar ■ Laguna Residents First ■ 
Endangered Planet ■ MOMEN ■ Ranan Lurie ■ My Legacy Tree ■ Village Laguna 
■ G Weiss – Laguna Beach City Council ■ Laguna Greenbelt ■ Scott Borthwick ■

 More www.CMMstudio.com | www.MyLegacyTree.org

Charles Michael Murray Profile
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ONE EARTH | ONE DREAMENDANGERED PLANET FOUNDATION

ENDANGERED PLANET FOUNDATION
is dedicated to ensuring the survival of the Earth through the arts, education, dialog, the 
dissemination of knowledge and the recognition that advances in technology can provide 
many of the answers which will lead to a regenerative and sustainable future.

Endangered Planet Foundation (EPF) was established in 2007 by graphic designer 
and photographer Charles Michael Murray as a 501(c)(3) nonprofit in Laguna Beach, 
California. Murray created the foundation as the philanthropic arm of his environmentally 
focused art space, the Endangered Planet Gallery. 
 
The foundation’s core purpose is to raise awareness of environmental and pro-
sustainability issues by connecting the arts, education, and public dialogue with 
conservation goals. Its activities include exhibitions, seminars, environmental education 
programs, festivals, and creative community events that highlight ecological concerns and 
inspire action toward a sustainable future. Murray emphasized the role of technological 
innovation and community engagement in finding solutions to environmental challenges.

The Foundation’s mission is to ensure the survival of the Earth by fostering awareness, 
collaboration, and solutions-oriented engagement. Through exhibitions, educational 
programs, film screenings, panel discussions, and cross-sector partnerships, it bridges 
art, science, and technology demonstrating that cultural influence and innovation together 
can drive measurable progress toward a regenerative and sustainable future.

One Earth | One Dream
EPF signature initiative, One Earth | One Dream, the environmental arts and sustainability 
festival held in Laguna Beach that served as the public-facing expression, and bookend 
of the Foundation’s broader work. If EPF is the strategic “mothership,”  One Earth | 
One Dream translates the mission into a live experience, bringing together artists, 
environmental leaders, educators, and families in a dynamic platform that inspires 
awareness, stewardship, and action.

Since its founding, EPF has engaged artists, environmental leaders, students, and 
community members in meaningful dialogue about ecological responsibility. By positioning 
creativity as a catalyst for change, the EPF elevates environmental issues beyond data 
and policy — making environmental issues personal, visible, and actionable. 
 
Through One Earth | One Dream, the EPF demonstrates how community-centered 
celebration can become a vehicle for long-term environmental engagement, innovation 
awareness, regeneration and cultural transformation. 
 
The organization recognizes that advances in technology, combined with cultural 
engagement and education provide viable pathways toward a regeneratively sustainable 
future. One Earth | One Dream work fosters awareness, encourages stewardship, and 
empowers communities to participate in solutions.
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View Video View Video

https://vimeo.com/showcase/11333750?video=1165455866
https://vimeo.com/showcase/11333750?video=1058711361
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Advertising |PhotographyCMM Studio
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Brochures | Collateral | Mailers |LabelsDesign
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Corporate Websites Books | Magazines

ALANI and the GIANT KELP ELF

ART HIGHLIGHTS MAGAZINE
Creative Director

TEARS STAIN
Self Reflection book
8.5 x 8.5” |82 pages

SEPARATION POINT
Desert Canyons book
10 x 11.5” | 98 pages

LAGUNA BEACH and its GREENBELT
10 x 11.5” |132 pages

PROMO CARD 

10 11

©2026 CHARLES MICHAEL MURRAY ■ 2375 LAGUNA CANYON ROAD ■ LAGUNA BEACH ■ CALIFORNIA ■ USA

CLIENT HISTORY INCLUDES
Dental Arts Center ■ Premio Computers ■ Honeywell ■ Garret TurboChargers ■ Summit Development Corporation ■ Master 
Development Corporation–MDC ■ DEXUS ■ Laguna Greenbelt Inc. ■ FSI ■ BGB-Inc. ■ Latin American Perspectives ■ TOKISTAR Lighting 
■ Laguna Beach Beautification Council ■ Duggan Institute of Dentistry ■ Marion Meyer Contemporary Art ■ Endangered Planet 
Foundation ■ MOMEN ■ Laguna Terrace Beautification ■ Ranan Lurie ■ Huggins Represents ■ My Legacy Tree ■ Village Laguna ■ George 
Weiss – Laguna Beach City Council ■ Laguna Greenbelt ■ Scott Borthwick ■ CMM Studio ■ Yoshinoya Beef Bowl ■ FSI ■ Temple Hills ■ 
Village Laguna ■ BESG ■ McFadden Center ■ Promotion Factory ■ Jerome Pudwill For City Council ■ The Ranch ■ Laguna Wilderness 
Press ■ Monument Building ■ SLCGP ■ Morgan Photo ■ Bill Atkins Design ■ Laguna Concerns ■ Eastvale Ranch ■ Laguna Residents First 
■ Olympic Cove ■ Woburn Court ■ Wildomar ■ Art Highlights Magazine

mailto:charles%40cmmstudio.com?subject=
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CLIENT HISTORY INCLUDESLOGO DESIGN
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Documentaries | Trailers | PremiersMY LEGACY TREE

LAGUNA BEACH  - LEGACY & CHARACTER
BLURAY Run Time: 40:00 min

Currently in production.

CMM video production company 

The documentaries below premiered at the South Coast RIVIAN THEATRE Laguna Beach, CA

My Legacy Tree, led by principal Charles Michael Murray, 
is a premier video production company specializing in 
documentaries, trailers, and premieres that celebrate 
heritage and preserve legacies. With cinematic flair and 
a passion for storytelling, My Legacy Tree brings history, 

culture, and personal narratives vividly to life, creating experiences that captivate and 
inspire. Dedication to excellence is showcased in three unforgettable premieres at the 
Rivian Theater in Laguna Beach, California, where audiences connect with stories that 
matter. From thought-provoking documentaries to engaging trailers, My Legacy Tree 
transforms legacies into timeless cinematic moments.

14 15

View Video

View Video View Video

View Video

https://vimeo.com/800956503
https://vimeo.com/800956503
https://mylegacytree.org/
https://vimeo.com/845398510?
https://vimeo.com/1039802464
https://vimeo.com/843702178?
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“TOGETHER WE SAVED LAGUNA CANYON — NOV 11, 1989” 
	 4’ x 20’w  (20 feet wide)
	 Panoramic black & white film photography
	 The catalyst event that saved Laguna Canyon from Development 1989

SHALOM —  May Peace Prevail on Earth 
	 Framed 31 x 37”w
	 4 x 5” color film photography 

POETRY AND PEACE HOUR GLASS - 4 Panels Side by Side
	 3) 4w x 10’h Fabric Banners 
	 1) Digital Panel 4w x 10’h 
		  2020 — “Is it...”
		  2021 —”Where Is...”
		  2024 — “The Stoic Heron...”
		  PEACE HOURGLASS — Live digital panel in 126 languages

MISSION VIEJO LAKE  — “California Sailing”	
	 12 x 26”w  
	 Panoramic BW film photography - hand colored, early ‘80’s
	 	

COMMERCIAL WORKS	
	 NIX Nature Center | MURALS for AMMP | Banners on Forest   				  
	 Avenue Laguna Beach| 10’X10’w Mural Pyramid

DOCUMENTARIES 
	 “In the Eyes of My Youth” —  Fred Emmert
		  Aerial Photographer, Orange County California  | Run Time 16:42 

	 “Murals Turn Into Miles” —  Joanne Tawfilis | Life Story | UNESCO | Trilogy | Global            	
                                Murals | Run Time 10:00 

	 “Randy Bader — Art of the Tree Whisperer ” | Run Time 40:00
		  Master craftsman exhibiting over 40 years in each The Sawdust Festival & 
		  The Festival of Arts - Laguna Beach, CA | Run Time 40:00

	 “Our Laguna Garden by the Sea” | Hortense Miller
		  Life Story and Garden | Run Time 11:36
	 “Laguna Beach–Ten Challenges to its Legacy & Character” 
		  Directors: Ron Chilcote & Charles Michael Murray | Run Time 40:00 
		  CMM Narration / Direction  / Pre & Post Production / Photo

PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL LEGEND SERIES
1892~1906  |  1910~1922  |  1926~1934  |  1938~1958

	 FOOTBALL GEAR — 4 works, framed 42 x 32”w
		  8 x 10” Photography | Hand colored prints

	 FOOTBALL HELMETS — Series of 36
		  Classic presentation 40 x 40”w
	 FOOTBALLS — Series of 38
		  Classic presentation 40 x 40”w
	 MERCHANDISE 
		  Framed double-sided LEGEND SERIES 18 X 22”w			 
		  Set of four mounted LEGEND SERIES cards  
		

FIREMAN LEGEND SERIES
	 5 works, framed 42h x 32w”
	 8 x10” color film photography / One digital

	 The Bell Tolls 
	 Hose Man #34
	 59 Alarm Fire
	 Backfire Man
	 Fireman Helmets — Series of 27

	  	       Classic presentation 30 x 30”w / 4 x 5” color film photography

TEMBO — The Majestic One 
	 Framed 40h x 30”w
	 8 x10” color film photography
	 Tembo, Swahili for Elephant  | boarder features evolution of life

EXANIMO —  [L] from the heart; sincerely 
	 Framed 37 x 31”w
	 8 x10” film photography

AAFLA and other works include:  
	 Olympics Berlin 1936 32” x 32”w  |  AAFLA Basketball 32” x 32”w
	 Stephen Stills BW 30 x 24”w  |  Adams Evening BW 48” x 32”w
	 Life Cycle BW 22 x 32”w | The UnMasking  24” x 18”w
	 Raising Rays 24 x 18”w  
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Galleries  |  Venues  | Showings | ArtLEGEND SERIES | GALLERY WORKS
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AMERICAN LEGEND SERIES
Artwork: 32” x 42” each
Concept / Design: Charles Michael Murray
Photography by: Charles Michael Murray
Photographed on 8”x10” film
Hand Colored

These are original artifacts photographed at the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. 
 
The four works above launch the Legend Series, a collection of 100 American professions that capture the 
human spirit through the tools of each trade. From an athlete’s uniform, a fireman’s helmet, a woodworker’s 
chisel, to a nurse’s stethoscope, or a farmer’s plow, each piece reveals the soul of a profession through the 
instruments that define its craft. Together, these symbols of service, skill, and creativity honor the dignity of 
work and the shared spirit that builds, protects, heals, and sustains our world. 

 
The series above has been exhibited at prestigious venues including Caesars Palace, Four Seasons 
Hotel properties, Universal Studios, Aloha Tower and events surrounding the Super Bowl.

AMERICAN PROFESSIONAL FOOTBALL  ■  Legend Series

18 19
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HOSE MAN #34  ■  Legend Series BACKFIRE MAN  ■  Legend Series
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#39 ALARM FIRE  ■  Legend Series THE BELL TOLLS  ■  Legend Series
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FIREMAN HELMETS  ■  Legend Series Amateur Athletic Federation Los Angeles  ■  Legend Series
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1936 OLYMPICS, BERLIN GERMANY

24 25



©2026 CHARLES MICHAEL MURRAY ■ 2375 LAGUNA CANYON ROAD ■ LAGUNA BEACH ■ CALIFORNIA ■ USA

Charles 
was instru-

menta

©2026 CHARLES MICHAEL MURRAY ■ 2375 LAGUNA CANYON ROAD ■ LAGUNA BEACH ■ CALIFORNIA ■ USA ©2026 CHARLES MICHAEL MURRAY ■ 2375 LAGUNA CANYON ROAD ■ LAGUNA BEACH ■ CALIFORNIA ■ USA

Art  |  Environmental Activism | Preservation

CELEBRATED HISTORY 
Honoring those involved

Banner: 3’ x 20’
Design: Charles Michael Murray

Photography: Charles Michael Murray
Printed by: Super Color Digital - Irvine, CA

Charles Michael Murray envisioned and brought to life the original concept 
for this landmark event. He photographed the sweeping panoramic and four 
key images, then designed the striking banner that stretches across Forest 
Ave., Laguna Beach, CA. This banner continues to inspire, appearing at local 

events and annually at the NIX Nature Center, celebrating the anniversary of 
“Together – We Saved Laguna Canyon – Nov. 11, 1989.” Charles, alongside 

many others dedicated to its success were instrumental in preserving 
Laguna Canyon, turning a fight against over-development into a lasting legacy 

of community action and environmental stewardship.
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MAY PEACE PREVAIL ON EARTH

Charles Michael Murray conceived a powerful visual concept that blends artistry with activism, 
featuring imagery of a peace dove, a patriotic kiss of red, white, and blue, and Tembo, The 
Majestic One, an evolutionary piece celebrating the African elephant and endangered species 
preservation. Murray’s art supports and complements his organizations EPF and its eco-festival 
venture One Earth | One Dream, bringing together conservation, culture, and community. 
Through these works, Charles highlights the need to protect nature while celebrating the 
resilience and spirit of communities committed to environmental stewardship. 
 
With his visionary approach, Charles connects the arts with regeneration and preservation, 
transforming visual storytelling into a call to action. His imagery invites audiences to reflect on 
the delicate balance between human creativity and the natural world, inspiring engagement, 
awareness, and meaningful participation in protecting our shared planet. Each piece stands 
as a testament to the power of art to educate, celebrate, and safeguard both heritage and the 
environment for future generations.28 29
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